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February 23rd, 2020 – Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings (Missal no. 871): Lev 19:1-2, 17-18 • Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, , 10, 17-18 • 1 Cor 3:16-23 • Mat 5:38-48 

 

 
 
 

 

THE LAW OF CHRIST 

In the bible, mountains are place of encounter with God. Elias has his deep experience of God on 
mount Horeb. Jesus is transformed on mount Tabor. When the readers of the Gospel of Matthew 
which was addressed to Jewish Christians heard: “Jesus went up on the mountain”, they sponta-
neously remembered another great prophet who went up on the mountain: Moses. There he re-
ceived from God “the two tablets of the covenant law” (Ex 38:18), the ten commandments. Jesus 
on the mountain also proclaims a new law. “Our ancestors were told… But I say to you…”. Jesus 
is the new Moses who proclaims a new law. It is not an ethical theory or a vague ideal. Jesus pro-
claims the law of God, what God wants us to be. 

What is the difference between the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ? The Mosaic law forbids 
certain sinful acts, murder, committing adultery, stealing, telling lies. For Jesus to avoid these acts 
is not enough. He wants us to go deeper, to tackle the root of sin. “Out of the heart come evil 
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander”. (Mt 15,19) The heart is 
the battleground if we want to become Christlike, “perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect”. (Mt 
5:48) 

In the Gospel today Jesus gives us three examples: 
- “You shall not commit murder”. The readiness to use violence starts in the heart. That is 
where I have to fight it. I harbour thoughts of revenge. I spend endless hours playing video games 
where I murder countless people and gradually the line between the digital world and the real 
words begins to blur. I have expressed my hatred for somebody on the social media in a violent 
language and joined in mobbing the person. Verbal violence prepares the way to physical vio-
lence.  
- “You shall not commit adultery”. All sexual transgressions begin in the heart and in the head. I 
indulge in sexual phantasies or even stimulate them by looking at pornography. The fight against 
sexual abuse of others in all its forms needs first of all the discipline of the eye and of the imagina-
tion. 
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Interfaith Community Center • Hüttenweg 46 • 14195 Berlin-Dahlem  

 Phone (030) 8620-3636 • Fax (030) 8620-3638 
Email: allsaintsberlin@t-online.de / Website: www.all-saints-berlin.de 

Facebook: All Saints Catholic Community Berlin   
Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 10:00-12:00 

Welcome to our 10:00 am Mass at All Saints. Fr. Wolfgang Felber will preside the Eucharist 
• Lector: Howard Eyth • Eucharistic Ministers: Johannes Ploog, Beate Hausmann, Thomas Schmidt •  

Greeter: NN • Altar Servers: Konrad Giersdorf, Bobot Quiming •  
Hospitality: Benjamin Ademi, Nisha Wunder, Merle Vogel • Designated collection: Caritas 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME! Visiting for the first time? Please introduce yourself and tell us where you are from at  
the end of Mass, so we can welcome you. Please join us for coffee and cake in the Community Hall! 

 Attendance on February 16th: 75                                    Collection: All Saints: €285.52 Catholic Schools: €23.00 

 

 

Designated collections are for special purposes in the Archdiocese of Berlin and are transferred in full. However, in 
agreement with the Archdiocese, All Saints receives no financial support, so we are completely dependent upon 
your donations. Please continue to donate to All Saints by using the WHITE ENVELOPES stamped “ALL SAINTS 
FUND” and/or transferring your donation to the Pax-Bank account written below. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! • 
*Friends of All Saints e.V.*, IBAN: DE15 3706 0193 6001 6690 18, BIC: GENODED1PAX 

March 1st Mass at All Saints. Fr. Wolfgang Felber presiding the Eucharist 
• Lector: NN • Eucharistic Ministers: Beate Hausmann, Thomas Schmidt, Heide Doblhofer   •  

• Greeter: NN • Altar Servers: Konrad Giersdorf, Bobot Quiming • 
• Hospitality: NN • Designated collection: All Saints • 

 

Fr. Schnecke’s homily continued: 

- “You shall not swear falsely.” Let your Yes be a Yes, your No a No. A wonderful definition of authenticity. Polit-
ical parties spend a lot of money for public relation companies to project a positive image of themselves and hush 
up any faults and failures. In the long run they lose their credibility and discredit politics in general. The reason 
Pope Francis enjoys a moral authority worldwide is his authenticity. He speaks openly about his own failures and 
those of the church. We are often not authentic when we try to show our qualities and successes but hide our de-
fects and failures. 

When we take the radical commandments of Jesus seriously, we might say: This is impossible. Who has never 
lost his temper and told harsh words to a partner, a colleague or his own children? Who has never indulged in 
erotic phantasies? Who has never told even a small lie? Indeed, we all fall short of the demands of the Gospel. 
Faced with the sermon on the mountain we realise that we are still all sinners. 

How do we react to this bitter truth? There are two extremes to be avoided. One is to water down the challenges of 
the Gospel to the level of our own mediocracy. This is a strong tendency in society today. Fact and fake news are 
no longer distinguishable. We allow the advertising industry to bombard us day and night with erotic images. Our 
language becomes contaminated with hate speech. Faced with our own sinfulness there is another temptation: to 
give up and despair. When year after year we confess the same sins, we tend to say to ourselves: What’s the 
point? And give up receiving the sacrament of reconciliation.  

Jesus challenges us with a high ideal. But he equally reveals the infinite mercy of God who always forgives and 
gives us the chance for a new start. To be a Christian, a follower of Jesus, is not to be holy, but to struggle to be-
come holy. It is a lifelong process. 

 

Mark your calen-
dars for our annual 
ST. PATRICK'S 
DAY POTLUCK cel-
ebration on Satur-
day, March 14th  

'cause everyone is Irish when celebrating St. 
Patrick's Day! 

The potluck dinner begins at 6:00 p.m. with a prayer 
and will continue until the last leprechaun has gone 
home! 

Please bring a main or side dish, a salad or a desert 
to share with the others. 

Volunteers needed to help set-up on Saturday, 
March 14th at 2 p.m. and to help clean the hall after 
the dinner.  

Please sign-up with Konrad Giersdorf 
(giersdorf@hotmail.de).  

 

Children's Liturgy meets every Sundays! 

We welcome your children to join in our fun. Each 
week we have a little singing, our readings and, of 
course, our weekly craft. 

Parents are welcome to join us. We meet each week 
in the Nursery.  

Would you like to become more involved 
in our community activities? 

If you have considered becoming more involved in our 
community now would be a great time to speak up. 

From helping to host hospitality to teaching our young 
people; helping hands are always welcome!  

Ask Konrad, Vanessa or Buck and they will connect 
you with the head of the ministry that you are have an 
interest in. Thanks. 


