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December 1st, 2019, First Sunday of Advent 
Readings (Missal no. 783) Isa 2:1-5, Psalm 122:1-9, Rom 13:11-14, Mat 24:37-44 

 
 
 
 

The only leader Christian leaders can compare themselves to is Jesus 
Last Sunday, we celebrated Christ the King – what do we associate with this title “King”? Most of us do not live in monarchies, 
kings and queens in constitutional monarchies do not have the power their predecessors had centuries ago. So, for us today this 
feast maybe less about “kings”, but it is about authority. 

A king, a queen in biblical times represented authority. We often argue about authority in the Church, it is a kind of monarchy – just 
look at the way a pope is elected and then governs without being controlled. There are a lot of texts in the Christian Scriptures 
which deal with authority; were they written by people who ignored or who disrespected the leadership in their various communities, 
who were authors against leadership, against authority? 

No - it is interesting to see that the vast majority of these texts were triggered by something else: by the abusive ways in which 
leadership was often exercised. Almost always, the leaders of the communities - not the people - created the problems. And the 
authors of our scripture texts encountered these problems and they were forced to address them. 

That's why today's feast of Christ the King is significant. And it is also touchy and a bit awkward. Since all Christian leadership 
should mirror the leadership of Jesus, once we label Jesus a king, we have to be extremely careful how we define the title “king”. 
It's the title “King of the Jews” above the cross of Jesus which prompts the attack of the Jewish rulers in today's gospel passage 
(Luke 23:35-43). There was a common idea of royalty: if Jesus is a king, he should be looking out primarily for himself; he should 
immediately come down from the cross. Yet, Luke's Jesus is more concerned with the fate of the person crucified next to him than 
he is with his own fate. Throughout Luke’s story of Jesus walking up to Jerusalem, Jesus is always focusing on the needs of others. 
Only in Luke’s gospel does Jesus heal the man's cut off ear in the garden.; does he speak sympathetically to the women mourning 
his death; does he look at Peter after his denial, and only here he forgives those who crucify him. 

Let us come to a different king – David (II Samuel 5:1-3) had already been king of the southern half of Palestine – Judah. How he 
became this – well this is a very different story. So, he was king in the South when the elders of the northern tribes – of Israel - 
came to him in Hebron asking David to unite all twelve tribes into one nation under his leadership. David's ability to bring people 
together was one of his best personality traits, a trait all good leaders should possess: think of political, economic, and Church lead-
ers – do they bring people together or do they stir, create and maintain conflicts? 

Now let us have a look at the letter to the community in Colossae (Colossians 1:12-20). The disciple of Paul responsible for the 
letter to the Colossians finds that same characteristic in the risen Jesus. Quoting an early Christian hymn, he reminds his commu-
nity: “God himself was pleased to live fully in his Son, God wanted all perfection to be found in him…. So that all beings in heaven 
and on earth would be brought back to God.” There's no doubt the writer is familiar with the insight of his mentor Paul into the Body 
of Christ: we can't be more one than to be part of the body of the person who unites us. Christian leaders are unique. The only 
leader they can compare themselves to is Jesus. 

I remember when we celebrated this feast for the first time with Francis as pope. My hope was, that - just as in the gospel Jesus 
redefined the notion of “king” - so Francis might redefine the papacy day by day. Francis was elected in March 2013 – until today, 
my hopes that he redefines papacy are not yet gone – I pray that he is able to make a good step forward. It is true, though the title 
remains, the reality behind “king” and “pope” is constantly changing. Let us pray that we all be strong enough to sustain all those in 
our hierarchy who open the Church; let us pray for all those who try to take Jesus as a model for their way of exercising power. 

     

cf. http://www.dignityusa.org/breath/november-24-2013-christ-king 
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Christmas Caroling at the Bergstrasse 
Senior Citizen’s Residence (Steglitz) on 

Sunday, December 8th, 2019 

It will soon be time again for our annual visit to the 
Senior Citizen’s Residence located at Altmarkstr. 
27, 12169, Berlin. 

Practice starts at 3:00 p.m. and caroling at 4:00 
p.m. 

For more information please contact Konrad 
Giersdorf at: giersdorf@hotmail.de.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME! Visiting for the first time? Please introduce yourself and tell us where you are from at  
the end of Mass, so we can welcome you. Please join us for coffee and cake in the Community Hall! 

 Attendance on November 27th: 91                                                                              Collection: All Saints: €240.49  

 

 

Designated collections are for special purposes in the Archdiocese of Berlin and are transferred in full. However, in 
agreement with the Archdiocese, All Saints receives no financial support, so we are completely dependent upon 
your donations. Please continue to donate to All Saints by using the WHITE ENVELOPES stamped “ALL SAINTS 
FUND” and/or transferring your donation to the Pax-Bank account written below. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! • 
*Friends of All Saints e.V.*, IBAN: DE15 3706 0193 6001 6690 18, BIC: GENODED1PAX 

December, 8th Mass at All Saints. Our Celebrant today is Fr. Wolfgang Felber, SJ 
• Lector: Rachel Ruckeis • Eucharistic Ministers: Heide Doblhofer, Jennifer Evans, Johannes Ploog •  

• Greeter: NN • Altar Servers: Konrad Giersdorf, Oshin Michael • 
• Hospitality: NN • Designated collection: All Saints • 

 

 
Turkey, potatoes, corn and lots of other goodies pro-
vided. Sign your family up to attend so we know how 
much to prepare and plan to bring a dish (salad, side or 
dessert) to share with the community. 

To help defray the expense we will have a donation jar in 
the Fellowship Hall on the Sunday’s leading up to this 
dinner. 

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be in the Fellowship hall af-
ter Mass. Consider volunteering to help with the prepara-
tion on Saturday, November 30th beginning at 14:00.

Join us to celebrate 
Thanksgiving at 
our annual dinner 
held on Saturday, 
November 30th in 
the Fellowship Hall.

 

CASTING CALL 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT CASTING CALL: Boys and 
girls - we are looking for actors. Angels, Gabriel, Mary 
and Joseph; wise men, sheep, donkeys, camels, shep-
herds, and more! 

You do not have to attend All Saints to participate so 
pass on the word to your friends. 

An adult DIRECTOR is also sought. Our seasoned di-
rector will help train and assist you with the rehears-
als. Please stop by the office to volunteer or send an 
email to:  allsaintsberlin@t-online.de  

Hospitality Volunteers Sought 
We have a need for a new hospitality coordinator to 
take charge of this important function. 

The coordinator solicits volunteers to support our 
after-Mass hospitality each Sunday. 

If you would like to lead this important function 
please inquire in the office or write to Buck 
(b.chisolm@gmx.de). 

Altar Servers / Usher volunteers needed 
for Christmas Eve Mass 

We need volunteers to serve at the 10 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve Mass (December 24th). 

You can leave your name in the office or send a 
message to b.chisolm@gmx.de.  

Thanks very much for your service to the All Saints 
community. 


