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The human being always comes first (Luke 10:25-37) 
We all know this story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus invents this story to tell something very profound to his listeners. What 
is it about? 

The starting point is the question of the expert in religious law: "Teacher, what must I do to receive eternal life?" The expert 
himself gives an answer that we all know: “You must love the Lord your God and you must love your neighbor as yourself.” 

To us, 2000 years later, this is not surprising, but for the colleagues of this expert in the time of Jesus this was extraordinary. 
Luke makes the man say that there is a link between “love of God” and “love of neighbor”. This was not linked for the pious 
Jews at that time – “love of God” and “love of neighbor” were independent from each other. Luke makes the man say this so 
as to show the new point of view of Jesus: the human person is in the center; the human person is the place where you 
meet God because God himself became one of us. 

Luke wants us no longer to look into the skies, but to look at our world as it is. Luke says: “Jesus wants you to find God not 
only in the temple, in the cult, but to find God in your neighbor, in other human beings. This is where you find your God!” 
Luke illustrates this somewhat “idealistic idea” by the story of the man who fell among the robbers. This story is a kind of 
program for a Christian life as it should be. And it is a pure provocation for the listeners of Luke’s gospel. 

Luke presents three persons – they all show their attitude towards other human beings. They show their attitude towards 
people in need by their action. Two of them in a way that makes us shiver – they turn away. The message of Jesus is clear: 
“If you are looking for God honestly, if you want to love God, you can never avoid the human person beside you.” For Jesus, 
the “love of neighbor” is at least as important as the “law-abidance” the pious Jews proclaimed. Certainly, we know that Je-
sus does have clear ideas about the relation to God, what we are supposed to do and to avoid. 

But the human being always comes first. This is the point of the story of the Good Samaritan. The relation to God for a 
Christian can only succeed via the human person. And this has marked the Christian culture. This is the measure for our 
Christian message. Our credibility as the Church of Jesus depends upon it. 

There must not be any prejudices towards the human beings in this world from the side of the Church. There must not be 
any fear of contact with the human beings of our world. The Church needs to meet people at eye level. The Church often 
pretends to know the people of our time thoroughly because the Church pretends to have eternal truths about humanity. 
This is not enough. Humanity develops, our society develops, our knowledge develops – so the Church needs to be in con-
tact with the world in order to get to know it. 

The message of Jesus needs to have something to do with the people of our time. The liturgy we celebrate needs to have 
something to do with the life of the people. 

I am happy that here in All Saints we have a structure that allows so much participation, that allows all of us to get together 
and celebrate together – here in the church building, but also in the community hall. This is what I read in today’s gospel: 
Jesus puts the human being in the center of our faith, in the center of our friendship with him. And: We need to open our 
eyes to the needs of others; they are the privileged way to God for us. 
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